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Touch of a student, thanks of a soldier
City
Article Last Updated: 10/06/2007 02:58:05 AM EDT
 
Saturday, October 06
City school welcomes Iraq veteran to county 

By Jenn Smith 

Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — Yesterday was the day third-grader Lily Garrity brought tears to a master 
sergeant's eyes. 

Earlier this week, the recently promoted Master Sgt. Cindy Williams, of Fresno, Calif., was one 
of more than 200 members of the 399th Combat Support Hospital to return to the United 
States after a 15-month deployment to Iraq. The hospital is an Army Reserve unit based in 
Taunton. 

Since touching down, Williams has been visiting various people and groups in the state who 
reached out to her and her unit when they were overseas. 

Yesterday, she included a stop to visit Garrity, the girl's 200 classmates, and teachers at 
Capeless Elementary School. 

Asked how she felt to have Williams back in the States, Garrity smiled and said, "It's 
awesome." 

Lily Garrity learned about Williams and her unit through her grandmother Laura Garrity. The 
grandmother had found Williams through AnySoldier.com, a Web site that allows good-willed 
civilians to make arrangements to send care packages and messages of support to various 

  New England Newspapers, Inc. 
» BerkshireEagle.com 
» TheTranscript.com 
» BenningtonBanner.com 
» Reformer.com 
» ManchesterJournal.com 
» TheTowncriers.com 
» AdvocateWeekly.com 

» Motorpicks.com 
» BerkshiresBestHomes.com 
» BerkshireCareers.com 
» BerkshiresWeek.com 
» ManchesterVermont.com  
» VermontObserver.com  
» SouthernVermontAdventures.com 

» Rates & Data  
» E-mail 
» (413) 447-7311 
» 75 South Church Street 
» P.O.Box 1171 
» Pittsfield, MA 01202 

Sponsored Links 
Get Business Cards Today! 
Auto Insurance 
Last Minute 
Life Cover 

Product Tests 
Water Filters 

Lastminute 
Online Paralegal Studies 
Quotes for auto insurance 
Au pairs & nanny jobs 

Price Comparison 
Israel hotels 
Debt Settlement 
Cheap Wedding Party Favors 

 

Privacy Policy  |  MNG Corporate Site Map  |  Copyright  
Weather data Copyright 2007 CustomWeather, Inc.

http://www.berkshireeagle.com/headlines/ci_7102069 (1 of 3) [10/6/2007 6:31:20 AM]

http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/35e3/0/0/%2a/n;102130324;0-0;2;11259298;3454-728/90;22275752/22293641/1;;~aopt=2/1/18/0;~sscs=%3fhttp://berkshireeagle.sportsballot.com/
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/weather
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/what
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/weeklycalendar
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/nightlife
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/schoollunchmenus
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/schoollunchmenus
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/sbcg
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/berkshirebusinessoutlook
http://usweb06v.newsmemory.com/ee/berkshireeagle/default.htm
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/rssfeed
http://rss.mnginteractive.com/live/BerkshireEagle/BE_1875146.xml
mailto:letters@berkshireeagle.com?subject=To the Editor
mailto:classifieds@berkshireeagle.com
mailto:news@berkshireeagle.com
http://www.neni-news.com/cgi-bin/newsroom/uploadFORM.pl?puid=1
mailto:online@berkshireeagle.com?subject=Re: berkshireeagle.com
mailto:vent@berkshireeagle.com
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/ci_4861458
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/contactus
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/berkshiresweek
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/berkshiresweek
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/entertainment
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/movies
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/movieschedules
http://affiliate.zap2it.com/tvlistings/ZCGrid.do?aid=berk
http://www.advocateweekly.com/InBerkshires
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/localnews
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/Births
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/Business
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/Community
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/Headlines
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/todayslatestnews
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/Localnews
http://www.legacy.com/berkshire/LegacyHome.asp
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/Region
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/Sports
http://berkshireeagle.sportsdirectinc.com/GameMatchups.aspx
http://berkshireeagle.sportsdirectinc.com/odds/allsports.aspx
javascript:open_Window0social()
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/Weather
mailto:news@berkshireeagle.com
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/Editorials
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/Letters
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/Columnists
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/headlines/\headlines
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/35e3/0/0/%2a/u;57861681;0-0;1;11259298;255-0/0;21976447/21994337/1;;~aopt=2/1/18/0;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.sasavings.com/checking.html#a+
javascript:HaloScan('7102069');
javascript:HaloScanTB('7102069');
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/ci_5386840
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkshireeagle.com%2Fheadlines%2Fci_7102069%3Fsource%3Dsb-delicious&title=Touch+of+a+student%2C+thanks+of+a+soldier
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkshireeagle.com%2Fheadlines%2Fci_7102069%3Fsource%3Dsb-delicious&title=Touch+of+a+student%2C+thanks+of+a+soldier
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkshireeagle.com%2Fheadlines%2Fci_7102069%3Fsource%3Dsb-digg&title=Touch+of+a+student%2C+thanks+of+a+soldier
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkshireeagle.com%2Fheadlines%2Fci_7102069%3Fsource%3Dsb-digg&title=Touch+of+a+student%2C+thanks+of+a+soldier
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkshireeagle.com%2Fheadlines%2Fci_7102069%3Fsource%3Dsb-reddit&title=Touch+of+a+student%2C+thanks+of+a+soldier
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkshireeagle.com%2Fheadlines%2Fci_7102069%3Fsource%3Dsb-reddit&title=Touch+of+a+student%2C+thanks+of+a+soldier
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkshireeagle.com%2Fheadlines%2Fci_7102069%3Fsource%3Dsb-yahoomyweb&title=Touch+of+a+student%2C+thanks+of+a+soldier
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkshireeagle.com%2Fheadlines%2Fci_7102069%3Fsource%3Dsb-yahoomyweb&title=Touch+of+a+student%2C+thanks+of+a+soldier
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&bkmk=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkshireeagle.com%2Fheadlines%2Fci_7102069%3Fsource%3Dsb-google&title=Touch+of+a+student%2C+thanks+of+a+soldier
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&bkmk=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkshireeagle.com%2Fheadlines%2Fci_7102069%3Fsource%3Dsb-google&title=Touch+of+a+student%2C+thanks+of+a+soldier
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/
http://www.thetranscript.com/
http://www.benningtonbanner.com/
http://www.reformer.com/
http://www.manchesterjournal.com/
http://www.thetowncriers.com/
http://www.advocateweekly.com/
http://www.motorpicks.com/
http://www.berkshiresbesthomes.com/
http://www.berkshirecareers.com/
http://www.berkshiresweek.com/
http://www.manchestervermont.com/
http://www.vermontobserver.com/
http://www.southernvermontadventures.com/
mailto:bre@berkshireeagle.com?subject=Request for NENI Rates and Data&body=Please indicate the site you are interested in hearing more about. Thank you
mailto:bre@berkshireeagle.com?subject=Message from a NENI wesbsite
http://www.eparchment.com/
http://www.insurance-finance-center.com/
http://www.urlaubstours.de/
http://www.yellowfinance.co.uk/
http://www.discussion-corner.de/
http://water-filters-purifiers-softeners.com/
http://www.aidu.de/
http://paralegaltech.com/
http://www.insurance-finance-center.com/auto_insurance_quotes.asp
http://www.greataupair.com/
http://www.discussion-corner.com/
http://www.israel-travel-center.com/hotels.php?extra=all
http://www.debt-reduction-law-center.com/
http://www.wholesalefavors.com/
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/portlet/layout/html/privacypolicy/privacypolicy.jsp?siteId=101
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/portlet/layout/html/sitemap/mng_sitemap.jsp
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/portlet/layout/html/copyright/copyright.jsp?siteId=101
http://www.customweather.com/


Berkshire Eagle Online - Touch of a student, thanks of a soldier

Health/Science
Health Quarterly
Education
Food
Outdoors
Special Sections
The 413
Arts/Theater
Life/Arts

 

Enjoying the 
Berkshires
Berkshires Week
Entertainment
What's Doing Today
Weekly Calendar
Movies
Lodging
Personals

What's your favorite 
place to go out in the 
county? » Email us.

and for the Homes
Home Improvement
Food
Books

 

Our County,  
    Your Town
Adams
Alford
Becket
Cheshire
Clarksburg
Dalton
Egremont
Florida
Great Barrington
Hancock
Hinsdale
Lanesborough
Lee
Lenox
Monterey
Mount Washington
New Ashford
New Marlborough
North Adams
Otis
Peru
Pittsfield
Richmond
Sandisfield
Savoy
Sheffield

military units. 

With the help of 

Advertisement
her family, Lily Garrity helped 
organize a schoolwide effort 
last spring. Ultimately, the 
school and the Garritys sent 
more than 10 large boxes of 
supplies, snacks, letters and 
drawings to more than 500 
soldiers and patients. 

A brief welcoming ceremony 
was held for Williams in the 
Capeless gymnasium, 
beginning with the entire 
school singing "God Bless 
America." 

Afterward, Williams, who 
appeared moved by the 
welcome, talked to the young 
students. 

"The support and generosity 
that you have shown the 
hospital — it's like Christmas 
every day. You know? Like 
that warm, fuzzy feeling that 

you get?" said the master sergeant. 

She described to the youngsters how their gifts of freezable ice pops helped cool the soldiers in 
the 117-degree weather, how the toiletries helped them clean up, and how their cards and 
pictures decorated the walls and "offices" of the hospital trailers. 

"You all did a beautiful job," John Peron told the students. Peron served as the school's interim 
principal last semester when the school was working on the project. 

Williams presented Garrity's former teacher, Jean Poopor, with an American flag recently flown 
in the school's honor this past Sept. 11. 

Garrity herself was also presented with a flag flown in her honor, as well as a certificate signed 
by various officials. 

The third-grader said she hopes her classmates remember what they did and how they affected 
other people's lives. 

"We learned that we can do anything we can believe in," she said. 

To reach Jenn Smith: jsmith@berkshireeagle.com, (413) 496-6239. 
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